
Etel Adnan (1925 - 2021)

Etel Adnan (1925 - 2021), poet, writer and painter, was born in 
Beirut, Lebanon. She studied philosophy at the Sorbonne, Paris, 
and in 1955, she moved to the USA to pursue post-graduate 
studies at the University of California, Berkeley and Harvard. 
Acclaimed throughout her life for her writing, Adnan started 
painting in the 1960s, prompted by the violence of the Algerian 
War (1954-62) but it was not until her inclusion in Documenta 13, 
Germany, in 2012 that she came to prominence as a visual artist. 
Adnan’s work explores the political and personal dimensions of 
violence and exile from familiar landscapes and languages. Her 
abstracted works are suggestive of landscapes and include forms 
that reference specific places, often painted from memory. Adnan 
made paintings, drawings, and tapestries. She incorporated 
printmaking into her practice in the final years of her life.
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